Youth Matter!  Network Meeting

Notes

22nd July 2010
Gwen welcomed everyone to the Network Meeting and apologised for the confusion over the venue.  There was a room change to the GATEWAY due to building work at the Baptist Church, where the meeting was due to be held

The meeting continued with two presentations.  
The first was from Neil Kelly, Warrington Wolves Foundation.  Neil talked about the early days of the Foundation, when Neil was the rugby league development officer for WBC, and how it developed into the organisation it is today.  The organisation has developed in part to its partnership with Warrington Wolves Rugby Club.  It developed its community floor at the Halliwell Jones Stadium with NDWA money.  Money from Connexions and support from the community staff at Warrington Wolves helped to set up the pilot for the Foundation.  
One of the reasons for the continued success for the Foundation has been the partnership work that it continues to develop i.e. its current partnership with the Foundation 4 Peace and having the rugby players actively involved in the    Foundation, acting as role models for young people. 

Neil also identified the benefits of having a designated fundraiser at the Foundation who is able to identify and bring in funding. 

For more information on the work of the Foundation, how to access the Community Floor or anything else contact Neil on 01925 248894 or e mail community@warringtonwolves.com
 The second presentation was from Rachel Worrall and Rachel Johnston of Warrington Disability Partnership.  Rachel W gave a brief history of the development of WDP from its inception in 1975, when it was setup to break down barriers for disabled people, to the present day and the current work it is involved with from the employment project to the hugely successful Disability Awareness Day (DAD) 

Rachel J then talked about the Young Ambassador project.  The aim of this project is for young people to act as ambassadors and to work with schools and colleges to inform teachers and tutors about issues facing disabled young people.  Rachel gave a moving account of her personal journey and the issues she had faced along the way.  Rachel then talked about her role as the latest young ambassador and the work she had undertaken.

Rachel W also gave a brief outline of the Buddy Up Project which is a partnership with Planet Blue and Warrington Youth Club. 

For more information on the work of WDP, the Young Ambassador Project or Buddy Up contact Rachel and Rachel on01925 240064 or e mail info@disabilitypartnership.org.uk
Gwen thanked the three speakers for their very interesting and informative presentations. 

Information share
The meeting continued with the usual round up of events, information sharing questions and queries.  
Terry Martin from Bethel Free Church ‘fed’ back from the community BBQ held at the church which had a very good turn out.  Look out for more free community events across the borough organised by various churches in Warrington 

Dorothy Pritchard from Mencap   told the group about their annual bowls tournament which was attend by 50 -60 young people and local people.  Mencap are also moving premises to Orford Day Centre on 6th August 2010.  
Dorothy also asked what information was for available young people over 25 with special needs.  If anyone has any events or activities please let Gwen know.   

Phil McClure talked about a new project called REACH, a partnership project with Foundation 4 Peace and Warrington Wolves Foundation, which is an alternative education project.  A new group is being recruited to start September and January.  The September group will be looking at getting involved in some voluntary work.  For more information contact Phil at 01925 248894 or e mail community@warringtonwolves.com
Paula Cooper V project talked about the various projects the V project will be doing over the summer e.g.  a sensory garden at John Holt Foundation.  For more information on what V is doing and how to get involved contact Paula on 01925 242424  or e mail alison@warringtonyv.org.uk
Gwen updated the group on the following points 

Warrington Community Information Directory is being up dated, forms were given out but they can also be accessed on line on www.warringtocvs.org.uk   or contact CVS direct on 01925 246880. Organisations were reminded that if they do not register with WCID they will no long receive the contact newsletter from CVS  

YM! will be having an Away Day in September the group was asked if they had any suggestions for the committee to consider on the day. One was to consider expanding the newsletter to include individual stories about groups. Gwen will feed this back.  

The YM! AGM is 30th September Gwen asked for any ideas    The group said keep it low key and there was a suggestion of a speaker on Hate Crime.  Gwen will take these ideas to the YM!  committee.
YM! Annual Survey the results of this were due to be brought to the July Network Meeting but due to a technical hitch the software was unable to read the returns.  Fortunately there were only 11 questionnaires returned so not too much data was lost. Unfortunately, the returns were lower than the committee had hoped for.  The groups completed the questionnaire at the meeting. These will form the basis of the annual YM! survey. 
Validation Gwen was please to announce that 3 groups had successfully gone through Validation – Culcheth Methodist Youth Group, Foundation 4 Peace and Padgate Youth Group.  They will receive their certificates at the AGM. If anyone is interested in Validation contact Gwen for more information. 

Discussions - During the Network meeting there were two discussions. 

· The first considered the recognition of young people as volunteers through Award schemes.  People expressed their views as to whether they felt it is appropriate or not and the effect it had on those who were not nominated for an award.  Some schemes that acknowledge all individual were highlight e.g.  V where all those involved get a certificate and Street games which acknowledges individual achievement. 

Do you have an opinion on awards for individuals? If you do let Gwen know. 

· The second discussion was around the development of Youth Zone in the town centre.  Very little is currently known about this project other than it seems to be supported by private business and aims to provide a youth provision in the town centre. It is believed to be based on the On Side Model used at Bolton Lads and Girls Club. 

Some of the comments raised where

· The need for consultation on the proposal

·  Where will the funding come from? 

· How will it be sustained?
· Will it be fully accessible? WDP needs to be involved in these discussions

· Will it take money from elsewhere to fund it? 

· How will young people get there and home again at night? – limited or none existent bus service to many areas in the borough.

If you have any comments to add to this discussion contact Gwen. 
If you have any ideas or suggestions for future discussion sessions at the Network meetings let Gwen know. 

Gwen pulled the meeting to a close, thanking the three speakers again for their very interesting and informative talks and reminding those attending that notes and contact details from the Network Meeting will be on the website. 

Date and time of the next meeting is 5.30pm Thursday 30th September 2010 Fairfield Community Centre Fairfield Street Warrington.  This will be the Youth Matter! AGM 
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