Youth Matter! 
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January 2010

Notes
Gwen opened the meeting and welcomed all those that had come along, saying it was lovely to see both ‘old’, and ‘new’ faces  and to see a mix of voluntary and statutory sector staff and volunteers.

Gwen then introduced Ann Court from Warrington Borough Council Extended Services.  Ann started by giving everyone a quick quiz, just to see what they knew about Extended Services.  Ann outlined the role of Extended Services and how voluntary youth groups could get  involved .
Ann also brought along some information  on a new fund The Disadvantaged Subsidy Fund (Get In To It) This fund is aimed at removing the barriers that may stop some children and young people getting involved in activities.  

For more information on the work of the extended Services Team and Get In To It contact Ann on 01925 452112 or e mail  acourt@warrington.gov.uk. Alternatively, follow the link http://www.warrington.gov.uk/Leisureandculture/Artsandentertainment/aset_pages/extended_services.aspx 
Next to speak was Ian Probert from Warrington’s Integrated Youth Support Team.  Ian updated the meeting on Inspire 2 which is taking place on 9th & 10TH March. The aim is to celebrate young people’s achievements over the past year. Ian is hoping that over 500 young people will take part in the events.  For more information on how to get involved contact Ian on 01925 442874 or email itsallaboutyouth@warrington.gov.uk or follow the link http://www.warrington.gov.uk/News/2010/February/index.aspx 

Next up was Dave McNichol . Dave gave a very brief up date on the changes to the  Children and Young People’s Trust structure. Dave shared a diagram showing the latest  structure .  He highlighted one of the issues facing the voluntary sector, that being how does the voluntary sector have genuine representation on  the proposed groups (13 in total) This is an issue that The Forum will continue to negotiate with the Children and Young People’s Trust.    
For information  or to comment on  the changes to the Children and Young People’s Trust   contact Dave McNichol on davem@warringtonyouthclub.co.uk
To see a copy of the new structure and information on the Children and Young People’s Trust follow the link http://www.warrington.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/everychildmatters/Children_and_Young_Peoples_Trust/ 
 Information share and updates
 A usual there was lots of information  to share and a couple of issues raised.  

The Tim Parry and Jonathan Ball Foundation for Peace is running an exciting project for young people to learn skills and develop knowledge to make a positive impact  .  For more information check out www.foundation4peace.org 
Youth Parliament elections – are coming round on 19th March 2010. To get involved and for more information ring 01925 442874 or e mail involvement@warrington.gov.uk or check out www.warrington.gov.uk/youthparliament 

Training - Youth Matter! in partnership with WBC ASET , Warrington Wolves Foundation, Warrington Collegiate is running several sessions on Setting Up and Running an Effective Community Organisation . Information  has been circulated via the e-mail alert.      

YMCA is holding a Homeless Sunday Service on 31st January

Collection of data on provision of Positive Activities for Young People aged 13 – 19  by Warrington Integrated Youth Service – Gwen highlighted the letter that had been circulated to collect this data.   Some concern  was raised about the short timescale of the notice– was it Compact compliant? Also there was some concern that  the information gathered would not differentiated between work carried out by the voluntary sector that is not funded by Warrington Integrated Youth Service but they take the credit.  If you have any other points you would like to raise contact Gwen .  
Terry Martin from Bethel Free Church asked for an advice on how to get young people to behave during the service .  If you can offer any advice contact Terry on terrymartinuk@aol.com 
Terry had previously asked for some information  on safe Internet use. Gwen was able to tell him of some training being circulated on the e-mail alert on this topic. 

Suzie from Families Information Service  reminded everyone that they could promote their groups and activities on the FIS website  http://www.warrington.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/childcare/childcare/childcare.aspx 

Area working – Jo Blacklock talked about young people’s involvement in the new Neighbourhood  Boards Via the Youth Forums. She also mentioned the funding held by the Neighbourhood Boards. 
For more info on how you can get involved in the Youth Forums contact Jo on Jo.Blacklock@warrington-iyss.org.uk.
For more info on the working of the Neighbourhood Boards and the funding available checkout http://www.warrington.gov.uk/Communityandliving/Communityadvice/strongertogether.aspx . This will also give you the contact details of your Area Co-Ordinators  
Jo also mentioned a themed event taking place in the Golden Square, 13th February looking at Healthy Relationships Positive Relationships. Contact Jo for more information 
For more information on the work of the Integrated Youth Support Service checkout http://www.warrington.gov.uk/Educationandlearning/Youthsupport/youth_services.aspx 

If you do not receive the e mail alerts mentioned here contact Gwen or Adie and give them your e mail contact or better still o=go on the Youth Matter! website  and complete the database for to ensure all your info is correct and up to date. 

Gwen Closed the meeting and thanks everyone for attending. She also asked if anyone has any ideas or suggestions for future meetings. particularly something interactive and fun let her  know. 
The next meeting is 5.30pm on Thursday 25th March 2010 when Cate Beattie will be talking about Accredited Activities for Young People. 
