March 2010 Network Meeting 
Gwen welcomed everyone to the March Network Meeting, including Nick Bent prospective Labour Party candidate for Warrington South and Cate Beatie Accreditation Supervisor from Warrington Youth Support Service

Nick Bent 

Nick continued the meeting with a brief introduction into his background and his interest in work with young people.  Nick has previously worked with young people both in the UK and also abroad. 

A brief discussion session then followed. 

· Nick commented that he though t that partnerships worked well in Warrington what was the view of those present?  The group thought that voluntary and community sector partnership did work as they are all in the same situation but there is a big issue around the need to raise the awareness of the value of the sector.  More work is needed on the scope of the voluntary sector.  An issue was raised about the lack of partnership working between the youth service and the voluntary sector e.g. the recent Youth Parliament Elections were raised   as an example where one group is still waiting to hear about the MYP process.
· Nick commented that he felt that young people were unfairly demonised but the local press have good write ups on young people. 

   The group commented that that is not quite the case.  Young people themselves are saying they feel unrepresented and they get a bad press.  Since the death of Gary Newlove there has been a lot more bad press and breaking down the barriers has been more difficult. 

· Nick felt that Friday and Saturday evenings had improved in the tow centre is this the case? 

The group commented that things had improved but there was still work to do.  Events such as Inspire for young people had been very important in helping to improve things. 

Nick gave his apologies for having to leave the meeting early but he had another meeting to go to. 

Gwen thanked Nick on behalf of the group and welcomed him back to any future Network Meetings. 
Cate Beatie 
Cate continue the meeting with a presentation on the various types of accreditations that are available for young people and how groups can access them. 

Background – In September 2009 Cate was given the task of looking at what types of accreditation was available.

Accreditation relates to the collection of evidence to show what you people have achieved.  Young People can use them as a stepping stone to other routes or as a one off achievement, it all depends on the young person.

Cate shared a very useful booklet listing several of the most popular accreditation schemes available. 
 Cate, through Youth Support Service, is able to offer advice and support to groups who want more information on how to access the various accreditations.  In some case YSS can act as the registered centre for the accreditations.  

For more information on accreditation or to talk to Cate about the support she can offer contact her on 

cate.beattie@warrington-iyss.org.uk  01925 442935
Gwen thanked Cate for her interesting and informative presentation. 
Information Share 
Ann Court Extended Services – gave an update on the Disadvantage Subsidy Fund.  A briefing document has been produced and is available via the school clusters who are managing the funds.  For information on the fund or the school clusters contact Ann on 01925 452112 acourt@warrington.gov.uk
Terry Martin Bethel Free Church - needs fending for the church grounds.  If anyone can help please let him know.  Terry also promoted the Open Door event in the 31st March .The church is also planning an event for August.  Some suggestions were given to Terry were to promote his events. 
Family Information Service & Warrington Disability Stall, Warrington Market  
Terry’s contact details are  terrymartinuk@aol.com
Meg Philip Birchwood Lions - highlighted that the Lions are available to help groups with stewarding events.  For more information contact them on www.bichwoodlions.org.uk 
Gwen thanked everyone for coming along to the meeting and reminded them about completing the evaluation forms  
Next Meeting 

 3.00pm Thursday 27th May 2010 at the GATEWAY.
 Speakers/presentations include Teresa Santamarie, NCVYS Envoy 

Marcia Dale Warrington Safeguarding Board Training team
Warrington Integrated Youth Support Service – speaker to be confirmed. 

For more information on the Network Meetings or for suggestions/offers of speakers or presentations please contact Gwen on   
gwenl@thegateway.org.uk or ring 01925 246880 
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