Network Meeting 20th January 2011

Gwen opened the meeting by welcoming everyone back to the Fairfield and Howley Neighbourhood Project.

Katie Lightfoot was the first presenter of the 2011 Network Meetings.  Katie is the Community Engagement Office for Warrington LINK  (Local Involvement in Health Network).  Katie talked about the about the role of LINK and some of most recent pieces of work they have undertaken i.e.  Warrington Hospital Discharge Policy, Mental Health Liaison Service.  Katie particularity highlighted   the work LINK has been involved with relating to young people.  This has involved looking at access to mental health services for young people.  As a Core Group member for Youth Matter!  Susan Blyth has played an active part this work.  

Fro more information   about the work of LINk generally or specifically about engaging young people contact Katie on katiel@thegateway.org.uk or 01925 246895

 Our second speaker was unfortunately   unable to make the meeting but Katie updated us on the work that was happening through TASC – Transforming Adult Social Care .  TASC is Warrington’s response to the Governments Putting People First Agenda.  TASC is currently setting u pa website to show what social care services are available.  Although the agenda is aimed at Adult Care it is important that young people have their say as it affects what support is available to them in future years.

For more information contact Katie or Jacky Hodgkinson on 01925 444400 
Information/Issue Share 

Warrington’s Got talent competition – information circulated by e-mail alert.

Warrington Budget Consultation -   feedback from the young people’s event.  There were mixed reports from it was a sell out to there was a poor turn out.  There was a consensus though that there was not a lot of opportunity to ask question and it is still not clear what the details are around the cuts in relation to the amount or where specifically they will occur.  This was confirmed by those members of the group who had attended other consultation events specifically the 3rd Sector Network Lunch.  The group have asked that youth Matter!  Contact the relevant members of the council to ask what WBS is committed to in principle, specifically around service for young people.  Gwen will follow this up and report. 
Maria Elly Warrington Youth Service Volunteers told the group about a new youth club opening at Black Bear.  Maria also mentioned the Bike Project she is running.  For more information on the opening hours or to get involved contact Maria on melly@warrington.gov.uk  or 01925 444400
WBC contracts Concern was raised about groups who have WBC contracts, which end in March not being kept informed about what is happening with them and the huge issue this is having for groups both for staff and for service delivery.  Gwen to raise at the 3rd Sector Network Hub  to be fed into the LSP Partnership Board  ( Update on this point – the issue was taken to the Network Hub and the issue discussed – further information will be provided when available) 

Gwen informed the group of an event to be help by NCVYS on participation and young people.  It was very short notice and in London Gwen to seek feedback from the event. 

OFSTED Inspection Gwen gave a verbal only feedback on the OFSTED, which had just been completed.  Several members round the room had been involved din the discussion groups.  The general feeling was that it went well but there are still issues around commissioning and effective strategic enjoyment with the voluntary and community sector to be addressed.  The full report from the inspectors will be available from 25thFebruary 2011 
Gwen asked for ideas and suggestions for future meetings 

Suggestions put forward were 

Participation

Lions 

Warrington Youth Café

Equality Act – implications for the voluntary youth sector 

Environmental issues

Big Society – what it means to us 

If you have any other suggestions or would like to give a presentation, please contact Gwen 

Gwen closed the meeting with a reminder that 
The next meeting will be
3.00pm, Thursday 17th March 2011
Fairfield and Howley Neighbourhood Project

The topics will include a look at environmental issues with Phil Chadwick, Education and Promotion Officer, Environment and Regeneration Directorate, WBC  

and an update on the proposed town centre Youth Café from Dave McNichol, Warrington Youth Club and Chair of Youth Matter! 
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