Youth Matter!

November 2011 Network Meeting Report

Gwen opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the Fairfield Howley Neighbourhood Project and gave a brief history to the Centre and the activities that takes place there.    

Gwen also welcomed Jarina Choudhury from the National Council for Voluntary Youth Service (NCVYS) and Rachel Worrall and  Corinne McGreevey from Warrington Disability Partnership (WDP)
After brief introduction from everyone attending  the meeting Gwen handed over to Jarina for her presentation on the work of NCVYS and how Youth Matter! links in. 

NCVYS is the national body for Council for Voluntary Youth Services of which Youth Matter! is one.    Membership consists of Local Network Organisations such as Youth Matter! who are the local infrastructure support organisations for groups working with 11- 25 yr olds in a particular an area or large national bodies such as St John Ambulance or the National Scouts Association.   There are 170 members of  which  65 are  Local Networks. 

NCVYS provides a variety of services to it membership, which are cascaded out to  local organisations e.g.

· Information though the website and e mail alert publications such as Nectar 
· Access to training and learning 
· Access to conferences and consultations

· Representation, lobbying and advocacy  – giving a voice to local issues at a national level to strategic partners such as government   

· Quality Assurance Systems – NCVYS operates a quality standard called Sound Systems.  Sound Systems looks at policies and procedures specifically around Safeguarding and compliments the Youth Matter! Validation extremely well. 

 NCVYS also develops various projects.  One such initiative,    funded by the Big Lottery and the Dept of Education,  is the  Young Partners Project  which looks at young people’s involvement in decision making within voluntary and community youth organisations or projects. 
Jarina also shared some general information on things to watch out for  in the next few months

· The Big Society Bank  which is due to be launched in Summer 2011 – watch out for more information as it is released 

· Funders appear to require more outcome-based evidence in their bids.  For more information  on this contact Gwen 

· Social Accounting could be a big issue in the future. 

· A new idea that could lead to support for charities is a follow on from a pilot conducted by Lloyds TSB called ‘Save the Pennies’ which was started to encourage small savers but which could develop in to a money raiser for charities. More information will be circulated when it becomes available. 

Gwen thanked Jarina on behalf of those present and welcomed her to come back any time  she was in the area. 

Before moving on to the second presentation, Gwen opened the meeting up for  the Information /Issue Share. 

Gwen opened the session by informing  group of various consultations that were currently taking place including  several being conducted by Warrington Borough Council which were due to end by December 2010.

Gwen also highlighted several up and coming conferences taking place during December. 

The Forum (Children, Young People and Families Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector Forum ) is to hold its rearranged  Annual Meeting on Thursday 27th January 10.30 -12.30.  There will be presentations from Beki Byron Assistant Local Area Designated Officer and Kim Bate , Small Grants Adviser.   The Forum will also be holding its annual election for representatives from 
those who work with  Children Young People and Families in the Families Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector to sit on a variety of strategic forums and meetings.  For more information on the Forum, contact Gwen .
Please do not confuse the Forum Meetings with  the Youth Matter! Network Meetings 

 Issue: Rachel from WDP raised an issue relating to engaging with young people with a disability .  Rachel feels that too often these young people  are forgotten when events, activities and consultations take place. Rachel asked that this point be raised as often as possible by all of us when attending various meetings.       
Ann Court , Extended Services, told the meeting about  a project being undertaken by the West Area Boards’ Ambitious and Achieving Group and Penketh High School . The aim is to engage with pre-neet young people  thorough a social enterprise project at the school. Ann will feedback in the New Year on the outcome of the project.

Peter Honey, Youth Matter! Change Up rep,  lead a discussion on the use of equality monitoring tools and peoples views on whether they can be too intrusive.  This came about because  Change Up Cheshire and Warrington have produced an Equality and Diversity Monitoring Form, which they are encouraging members to adopt.    If you have any  views on the use of monitoring forms and the amount of information they collect  let Gwen know and she will ask Peter to feed back to Change Up.   It is intended to come back to this issue at a future Network Meeting and open it  up for a longer debate. 

Gwen thanked everyone for their input and comments .  She then  welcomed Rachel and ……………..  who had brought along several wheelchairs and invited everyone to take part in a wheelchair basketball session. Great fun was had by all especially  the most energetic of the group who had a go.  

Gwen closed the meeting by thanking Rachel and ……., and Jarina for their time and input .

Gwen wished everyone an enjoyable Christmas and all the best for a happy New Year.  

Dates and times of the 2011 Network Meetings will be in the website and circulated in the Newsletter.  If you want any particular issues raising at the meeting or you would like to do a presentation  please let Gwen know .  Offers and suggestions are always welcomed .    
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